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NOTE FOR PERFORMERS

Masks is on the one hand an attempt at exploring differentiated musical characters
within a single-line medium, and on the other hand a dramatic miniature enacted by
the flautist.

Three stage positions are utilized as shown on the diagram below.

AUDIENCE

The flautist begins offstage, at a point invisible to the audience, and from which the
sound, though distant, can be clearly perceived.

Physical movement should be very simple in sections () , @ and () . Sections @)
and () , which are parodies of the preceding music, could be more histrionic. In
section (5) (a/c) the different lines should be clearly defined visually and musically.
Tiny pauses, like commas, between the bars may help in delineating the roles a little
better, but the point should certainly not be belaboured.

The glass-chimes player* remains in the offstage location throughout. Only faint
sounds are required, pianissimo throughout with a slight crescendo in section @ to
maintain audibility. The chimes should be stopped smoothly, but audible ‘choking’
should be avoided if at all possible.

If there is no adequate offstage position, or at the discretion of the performer, Masks
may be played without staging of any kind. A fine unstaged performance would be
much preferable to a half-baked attempt at the visuals.

O.K.

* High-pitched atmospheric (tinkling) wind-chimes are desirable. Whether these are
of glass or metal (e.g. nails) is immaterial. But low-pitched clanking sounds of glass,
wood, or anything else for that matter should be avoided at all costs.
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