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Brian Cohn had come to sa
goodbye to his father who'
given him so much.

The same face, the f his father
same temper, the ; ¥ is riddled with
same mental illness. Alzheimer's,
: comatose, and on
the wverge of
death, and Brian
has decided it's
time to make
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Badly in need of another
HAY MAKER d0eg of his meds fillod
iy I : N with anxiety an aa
\ HWETO EINE A% “F 48+ from the death of his
" ' Sy - father, Brian goes to
' : . the house...

Hallucinating and shaky, Hundreds of dolls
_ he makes his wa made from the flesh
He th 1 : downstairs where he = and bone and
e then Jay I discovers a box filled i| clothing of his
CK an - 1 with his father's s:ms. father's victims.
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TS THEEE DRNS LATER
ANDP MY FRTHER IS BEIMG
PUT TO REST.

TS TWEMT MIMUTES AFTEE
1 FoUND TUE BOY, AND
I'M BUYIMG WATEE TO TAKE
THE PILL TUAT'S MOW A
UALF HOUR LATE-

L
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TS A WEEK SINCE 1 FOUND
OUT, BND EVERY TON AND
ENERN MIGHT SIMCE TUAT IVE
SPENT LOGED M My
BASEMEMT STRRIMG AT My
FATUER'S WORE.




e
Y PR YOL

JESLS CrRUAT,

[ T BELIBE
T HAE AU0H &
FUCOANS MOROW

x.
oA
X

i

'|\ ) Vs
i 4
g 'r..nafl'i

L ""lh " '-",'.'f

.'1 i LT l"' .

A
"n:.
-1
&

MOT REAL,
YOURE JUST My
GUILT AD Wy
CONSUBNCE D M
BOETY A THE
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SHUT UP
FPLEASE., DAD,

SOMETHING
WE. AW DO
TOGETHER.
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SEYING THAT T
THINK TS TIME
TO &0 BACK
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. IF
7 YOL'RE. LOSING
CONTROL, MAYBE. B
WE COLLD SEE '
HABOUT SEMDIMG B
YOLL...BACK. .



IT'S THE MEYT
MOZMIMG, AND T'M
GETTIMG DHESSED.

- b e = = k]
m (7', TUE AFTERNOON, AND
™ WoRr's MADE ME FORGET THE
BOY. AMD TUE GIEL.

TS THE MBXT THREE DANS
M BAPTD SUCLCESSION,
ENERMTHING MOVIMG JUST
&S T SHOWD.
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TODAY.




THE SCHOOL.
THAN A FEW

ANY CARS

'l'lé-'rhT STOF OUTSIDE

SELCONDS
THERES An AIDE WHO

FOR MOEE
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SHE SAID THAT You
THREW UF: T FIGURED
You JUST PULLED
CVER CALISE YOUL FELT
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YEAH,
JUST A LITTLE
CLAUSTROPHOBIC.
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"HOLY TRINITY"

To my mind, good fiction comes from three things, compelling characters, logical decisions, and
a complete world. These three things allow you to tell a believable story that's set on the cutreaches
of space or in the apartment next door and make your reader actually interested in just what that
pharmacist with a heart of gold or alien blasting space ranger do. Each piece of that tripod must
sarvice the other two. and make them stronger. otherwise the whole damn thing falls to the ground
like the stool | fried to make in woodshop in the 8th grade.

Echoes cheatls a bit. By having a main character with a mental illness who makes irmational
decisions, we get away with quite a lot on the second and third legs. For instance, if you or | were
faced with the truth that Brian must face, that his father was a monster and that he may be a
monsterin-training. we'd talk to our spouses or our doctors or the authorities. But, Brian suffers from
Schizophrenia. And even though he’s been treated and medicated for a good long while, the stress
of the situation is causing his brain to misfire and to tell him that the world is out to get him, that he’s
nothing but an evil little toad that any decent person in the world would want to see stamped out,
and consequently he has no choice but to keep it all inside and slowly go insane.

| spent a long time reading and researching just what schizophrenia feels and acts like. | did
this through a couple of ways. First off, my father is a forensic psychiatrist. He's got literally decades
of experience dealing with some very, very sick individuals, making him a rich resource for the
technical details including the meds. the side effects. and the general believability of the story. From
him. | was steered towards a few books, and more importantly, a slew of journal articles dating back
twenty or thirty years to when schizophrenia was still being explored in more... unique ways. One of
these ways was long form journal type articles by people suffering from the illness in various states
of wellness.

Through these long missives, you get a snapshot of what it's like to be both lucid and deluded
simultaneously. To know full well that the guy on the bus is not getting ready to stab you in the face,
but at the same time be so inexplicably terrified that maybe, just maybe he was ready to stab away
that you had no choice but to stay home. In the basement. With the doors locked and a baseball
bat at the ready. To know that path A leads to loss and misery, and path B led to happiness, and yeat,
choose path A because path B is probably a lie set up fo trap and destroy you.

Probably the most resonant thing | found reading these articles was how much of it sounds just
like things every person on earth must feel. For example, when you move to a new school as a
kid, and feel as though every eye is on you, every private snicker is directed at you, and that the
entirety of the school was silently judging you. And while most of us feel that way (o some degree)
schizophrenia makes it so that the alternative (maybe theyre just shy. maybe something funny
happened not involving you, efc) doesn’'t exist.

That, to me, is a helluva state to put the main character in a thriller through. He's already on edge.,
he already has the weight of the world on his shoulders, oh, and. he sees things that aren’t there, and
believes there’s a conspiracy building against him.

50, | go back to where | started. What we attempted to build in Echoes is a story thatl satisfies
those three conditions. Brian is cerlainly a compelling character (with a compelling challenge.)
As far as his decisions and his world, due o the most dominant part of his character right now, his
world doesn’t stretch much farther than the few feet around him, and his decisions are so frantic and
tainted by misfiring neurons and out of whack chemicals, that to him every decision isn’t necessarily
the right one, but, it's the only one possible.

Joshua Hale Fialkov
North Hollywood, CA

Follow @echoescomic on Twitter
and wvisit hittp: f fwww.echoesthecomic.com
for exclusive behind the scenes content.
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A Comic Shop

Located in Florida’s studious Winter
Park, A Comic Shop's owners Aaron
Haaland and Jason Blanchard bring a
creativity and energy to their store that
makes us here at The Cow feel right at
home. Mot only can you browse their
packed shelves, rent your favorite
graphic novels, watch their weekly
videos, but, if you know the password,
find yourself in the GeekEasy. Just
don't tell them we told you about that
last one. For more information, please
visit: www.acomicshop.com.
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' WEarte Mosvers, LA Taren Moy, Mipen Gt (00w Pl e

The Rest Story Complated!

T lang awdited calleciian peoduced By Heroed star Mils Yeatimiglia and Divide Picoures
with story by Mike O 5ullivan arrives! John Basreit b5 a man goang noswhere. b bis Late 2005,
he's stk in a dead-end job with ne friends and no fufare, When his best friend from college
myrstericusly resurfaces with news of 2 new wonder dreg that replaces deep, John falls inte 2
oespiracy than threatens 1o chamge the course of human histody! Written by Mark Powers
(67 foe), art by Shawn McManus [Sandman) and Maroe Castiello (Witchivade) and cowers by
the indwmtry's hettest talentsinchuding Tim Sale (Kevoes), Phil Jimene z (Aaanng Spider-maa)
and ol i,

This wolume collects Aesd #1-5 along
with & cover gqallery, Behind-the-scenes
commentary and tkeqches, and much mane!
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| 1499 '| Trade Paperback

BROKEN TRINITY: PANDORA'S BOX #4 « DARKNESS #87
WITCHBLADE: REDEMPTION TRADE PAPERBACK « DARKNESS/PITT TRADE PAPERBACK

11.10
IN STORES ANGELUS #6 - WITCHBLADE #139 - VELOCITY #3- Aﬂnﬁmrs #3
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Whilce Portacio Joins the Artifacts Race

Whilce Portacie (Uncanny X-Men, The Punisher) Is Joining Ron
Marz for the second chapter of Artifacts, beginning with issue 85,

“This arc was specially set up for me,” Partacio tald USA Today. “I
lke dolng tech stuff, but | also like dolng dark and moody. In this case,
that moodiness revalves around supernatural stuff and that"s right up
rivy alley. This was a chance for me to artistically examine technology
wersus splrituality.”

Artifacts will segue inte the next four-issue arc with Portacio
joining Marz on the project, The first chapter of Artifaces will conclude
with a shocking cliffhanger and the second chapter shows no sign
of letting up. With all of the players on the board, the antagonist
manipulating the Bearers of the Artifacts moves to complete his
plan for utter annihilation of the world. But how do the members of
Cyberforce fit Inte the machinations of the supernatural?

everything you need to join the herd and more
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Mare Silvestri CEO - Matt Hawkins President/COO - Filip Sablik Publishar
Phil Smith Managing Editor - Atom Freeman Director of Sales and Marketing
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Embrace the new. That's what I'm _ﬁﬂ*f'ﬂ:ﬂ,_‘r‘u M -
Ao

You're already stepping nut&ilde of thec ZONE
Spiders and Bats and Spitcurls just by- sh . ﬁ
the Top Cow Universe. You've already pro ;

value story and quality over _J:rnsspcue" G TE
And sure, you love the uhei‘-taleﬁt&d ||:|
on Witchblade and Phil Hester.on The
with their armies of the most talented y rtis ::r‘h
the planet. /I /

And sure, their comics are the w_-ry cutﬂng edge -é:’ .-"I {1
superhero comics, creating a whole new. pla?bnuk for
the big boys to mull over and copy. But, if you thinkthat
stuff is edgy, howsabout you come see what Rahsan
Ekedal and | are peddling over here. Echoes is not your
average Top Cow Book. Hell, I like to think it's not your
average comic book. It's a story about a regular guy,

Just like yvou or me, who wakes up in the worst possible
nightrare you can imagine.

Imagine finding out something about yourself that
just couldn’t possibly be true... but is. Imagine if you
found out you had the blood of a-

I'd better not say, | don’t want to spoil it for you.

Let's just say that the only artifacts in Echoes are tiny
dolls stitched together by our heroes father from the
bodies of...

There | go again... telling too much, too soon.

What Top Cow does great, and why I'm proud to
call them a creative home, is tell stories about people.
They may be people who look good half naked with
a mind-controlled metallic weapon clinging to their
body, or people able to summon the darkest forces of
nature (and human nature) and manipulate them to
their whims. But, they're about people. Flawed, tragic
people.

Echoes is the same, except this tragic flawed person

qﬁl /,,,' could be you.

A cow spends 13 hours a day lying down and up to 8
hours a day eating.’ LA Top Cows spend the last three
hours with Halg and Rock Band tournaments.

Craving more from the Cow?
wwhwLlopcow.com



